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the next step

THE INC’S RESPONSE to the peace process is printed in full
inside this newsletter. In it, we warmly welcome the overall
process beginning with the Hume/Adams Initiative and
including the Downing Street Declaration which has brought
the northern conflict centre stage and engendered a

widespread desire for peace.

We now need to focus on the next stepsq

to be taken if peace is to be achieved.
The Joint Declaration could be a step in
the development of this process, but its
deficiencies must now be addressed.

The INC believes that the British
government must address Section 75 of
their Government of Ireland Act which
claims that “the supreme authority of
the parliament of the United Kingdom
shall remain unaffected .and
undiminished over all persons, matters
and things in [Northern] Ireland and
every part thereof.”

The next step must focus on
the causes of the conflict —
fundamentally, the British claim
to sovereignty and the division of
the country — and also issues
such as discrimination in
employment, which condemns
Catholics to an unemployment
rate two-and-a-half times that of
Protestants, human rights abuses
such as shoot-to-kill operations
by the British army and RUC, and
collusion between these forces
and loyalist paramilitary groups.
Any peace process which does
not address the causes of the
conflict is doomed to failure.

The INC is also calling for
international intervention in the conflict.
Britain cannot be both a protagonist and
an arbiter.

The two governments need to clarify
the ambiguities that now exist about
their positions but most importantly they
need to focus on the next steps that are
required to achieve a just and lasting
peace. That requires a more imaginative
response than a return to deadlocked
inter-party talks.

©® Members of the Guth na mBan Wom'en:skgroup who walked from Derry to Dubiin last

March 1994 P

Peace — the
next step

WHAT YOU CAN DO

® Write to the Irish government
urging them to seek international
intervention in the North and to call
on the British government to delete
its claim to sovereignty over ““all
persons, matters and things in
_[Northern] Ireland and”every part
thereof” as contained in the British
_Government of Ireland Act.
@ Write to the newspapers
@ Help to set up a new INC branch in
your area by organising a meeting
@ Bring our response to the peace
process to your local elected
representatives urging them to
speak out.

Further copies are available by
phoning 8202019 or writing to
the INC, PO Box 2814, Dublin 7).

December to raise support for the Hume/Adams Peace Initiative




RESPONSE TO THE
PEACE PROCESS

1 . The lrish National Congress (INC)
welcomes the overall process,
beginning with the Hume/Adams
Initiative and including the Downing
Street Declaration, which has not only
brought the northern conflict to the
centre of the political stage, but has
also engendered a widespread desire
for peace.

that the
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northern unionists an& pledges to do

something about them in the context of
an overall settlement. Consequently, the
declaration not only fails to deal with the
key constitutional issue in a clear
manner, it also adopts a completely
unbalanced position. The rights of the
majority of Irish people are outweighed by
the continuing British support for the
unionist veto. The late Cardinal Tomas O
Fiaich noted that "the present policy of
the Biritish t.that there will be

Ay
at all. it is an

sit tight”.

cepts that the northern
tate mply be absorbed into
nreformed southern state. On
hand, it is highly unlikely th
he South of Ireland will abandon i

ependence and rejoin the Unit
' m in order to be reunited wi
yrth. Obviously, these tw
thetical scenarios are nonviab
the INC believes that a lastin
nent will only be achieve
'one is prepared to move bey
the present constitutj
arrangements. This wi
enormous courag

peace and prosperi .
victors will be the Irish people as a
whole.

6. The INC notes that those aspects of
the declaration which appear most
favourable to nationalists are couched in
terms that are largely rhetorical and
consequently fail to translate into
concrete proposals, whereas the unionist

veto is guaranteed, on several occasions,
in totally unambiguous terms. If the
declaration is to make a meaningful
contribution to the peace process then a
way must be found to bridge the gap
between rhetoric and substance.

7- Paragraph one of the declaration
acknowledges that “the most important
issue facing the people and the
is to remove the causes of
‘yet the.INC is dismayed by

nalist community.
d others exacerbate
d any peace process that
e them on board is doomed to

8 « The INC is disappointed by the
pledge given by the Irish government in
the declaration that Irish unity can only
come about with majority consent in the
North, because this means that, in
practice, the northern state is going to
continue. Consequently, this begs the
question — what is going to be done
about the litany of daily grievances of the




nationalist community? Can we look to
the Downing Street Declaration for an
answer? Unfortunately not, for it offers no

the declaration focused on the The |NC is:
continuing statutory guarantee to the
unionists and he stated that the British
government’s main interest was in the
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August marks the 25th anniversary of the reintroduction of British
troops onto the streets of the North of Ireland -— 25 years of
bloodshed, repression, division and grief.

Many people forget that the Civil Rights
Movement was met with serious violence by
the northern state, culminating in pogroms
against the nationalist community. The
British army was sent in at the time to shore
up the northern regime, following which the
cycle of violence escalated and has
continued since.

Twenty-five years on, many
commentators and politicians are still trying
to blame the main victims in this situation —
the nationalist population and their
representatives — for the ongoing
nightmare they are fiving through. Objective

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20TH 1994 — BE IN DUBLIN

commentators and future historians will
surely concede that those who control a
society must eventually accept the blame for
such an endemic state of affairs.

There have been many ‘solutions’
trumpeted as the ultimate panacea for
peace. They have all failed because they
have not tackled the root problem — the
British armed presence which sustains the
inherently sectarian and failed entity that is
Northern Ireland. Those wha genuinely want
peace must face up to this reality. A British
withdrawal is a prerequisite to creating a
society where Protestants and Catholics can

Uain don tsiochain

Uain don tsiochdin — is céir imeacht. Is é ar gcuspéir a thabhairt
chun cuimhne an 25 bliain ¢ cuireadh saighdidiri na Breataine ar na
srdideanna i dT uaisceart na hEireann i mi LGnasa, 1563,

Credimid go mbraitheann buansiochain, i
bunaithe ar cheart, go h-uile is go hiomlén ar
tharraingt siar na Breataine as an tir seo go
deo. Creidimid nach féidir an tsiochdin a
chur chun cinn go dti go n-aithnionn an
Bhreataine an ceart atd ag muintir na
hEireann tri chéile ar an bhféinchinneadh,
gan cosc a bheith ag aon phaéirti ar an du!
chun ¢inn polaitiuil.

Cumhacht armtha na Breataine ar an
bhféd is bunchuis leis an gcoimhlint, i
sin amhain a choiméadann ann an t-
aonad seicteach gan dealramh a dtugtar
‘Northern Ireland’ air.

Name:

Do you agree with the aims of the INC?

Would you like to join the INC and contribute to its work?
Can you organise a public meeting to form a Branch

Caithfear béim a leagadh anois ar an dea-
thoradh a leanfadh an chriochdheighilt a
chur ar ceal.

An feachtas seo Uain don tsiochdin —
is cOir imeacht, td moran i gceist leis,
agus is é a bhuaic mérshidil naisianta
agus taispeédntas i mBaile Atha Cliath ar
an Satharn, 20 Linasa, Mas mian leat
cabhro leis na himeachtai seo, mas
maith leat coiste 4itidil a chur ar bun, né
ma ta a thuilleadh eolais uait, scriobh
chuig Robert Bailagh, Bosca O.P. 2814,
Baile Atha Cliath 7, né glaoigh ar
2824959 (fax 453 0408).

Address:

Phone No:

Membership fee £5 waged/£3 unwaged.

Return to: Irish National Congress, P.O. Box 2814, Dublin 7.

Donations can be sent to: Bank of Ireland, College Green, Dublin 2.
Account No. 13733967 or to the Irish National Congress at:

PO Box 2814, Dublin 7.

live together.

Irish governments are discussing a peace
initiative that does not even mention the
future role, presence or absence of the
British army. It's time for peace. It's time for
the British army to go.

“Time for Peace — Time to Go” is
organising a series of activities, nationally
and internationally, to mark a quarter of a
century of British militarisation of the North.
These will culminate in a theatrical parade in
Dublin on Saturday, 20 August, 1994,
depicting all aspects of British rule in the
North over the last 25 years.

Justice
denied

On 23 December 1993 two
marines of 45 Commando of
the British army were
acquitted of the murder of 20-
year-old Fergal Caraher and

the attempted murder of his
brother Michéal.

Obviously the _ family were
disappointed, although not surprised,
but then, we have come to expect
nothing else from the British
government or the legal system in
the Six Counties.

Something else that came as no
surprise was the fact that the main
eye-witnesses, which include Michéal,
were not called to give evidence.
Those civilian witnesses who did give
evidence were branded as liars by the
Lord Chief Justice.

To Fergal’s family, friends and
community, indeed to the nationalist
people of the Six Counties and the
British judicial system sent a clear
message to us all “our soldiers can
kill at will and there will be no justice
for youl!”




